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Social Studies 
 

Philosophy and Rationale 
 

What Is Social Studies? 

Social studies fosters the empowerment of students as active citizens. It is an interdisciplinary 

subject that draws from the humanities and social sciences. Social studies honours multiple ways 

of knowing and provides opportunities for students to develop an understanding of their 

relationship with the past and who they are, who they want to become, and the roles that they 

play in shaping the society in which they want to live. 

 

Why Is Social Studies Important? 

In social studies, students explore relationships that diverse peoples and cultures have with each 

other, the land, their environments and social systems. Students examine the evolving nature of 

citizenship and identity in local, national and global contexts. Students learn to address issues in 

society by respectfully considering multiple perspectives and engaging in dialogue with others. 

In the examination of topics and issues, social studies addresses multiple perspectives, including 

those of First Nations, Métis and Inuit, Francophones, and other groups that reflect Canada’s 

diversity, in historical and contemporary contexts. As such, the social studies program supports 

reconciliation and social cohesion so that we may live together in a democratic society that 

values pluralism, freedom, inclusion, justice and equity. 

 

Students develop their identities, perspectives, cultures and experiences as they construct 

meaning and acquire knowledge through active inquiry and engagement. Students critically 

examine diverse accounts of the past and present, and develop the capacity to make and 

influence decisions that shape the future. Through social studies, students have opportunities to 

develop and broaden their understandings of the world and their ability to shape it by exploring, 

validating, negotiating or challenging their beliefs and values and those of others. As members of 

society, students learn to be responsible for both their actions and the consequences of those 

actions. 

 

Through their development of understandings and competencies in social studies, students are 

prepared for further study, career pathways, lifelong learning, the pursuit of personal interests 

and participation in the life of their communities. Accordingly, social studies helps students 

become stewards of and contributors to the vitality, well-being and sustainability of the 

environment, the economy and society. 
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Inclusive Education 
 

The social studies curriculum embraces and reflects diversity and learner differences, which 

contributes to healthy relationships within welcoming, caring, respectful and safe learning 

environments. By offering various opportunities for all students to share their stories and express 

their voices, students are empowered to develop and demonstrate respectful and inclusive 

attitudes and values. 

 

Social studies promotes a culture of inquiry and collaboration that supports diverse learning 

needs. By examining past and current events, students draw upon previous knowledge and 

experiences to make connections. Social studies offers opportunities for all students to explore 

and critically examine the complexity and the changing nature of their identities as well as how 

they interact with the identities of others. 

 

First Nations, Métis and Inuit Experiences and Perspectives 
 

Indigenous peoples have been present on the land since time immemorial. The stories of this land 

are inclusive of and honour the perspectives, histories, experiences, cultures, languages and ways 

of knowing of First Nations, Métis and Inuit in historical and contemporary contexts. Social 

studies includes the unique and diverse worldviews, experiences and perspectives of First 

Nations, Métis and Inuit. Spirituality, ancestral knowledge, the land and the natural environment 

connect holistically through lived experience to First Nations, Métis and Inuit ways of knowing 

and ways of being. 

 

Treaties and agreements are addressed in social studies as foundational to fully understanding 

First Nations, Métis and Inuit histories and are worthy of the honour and respect of Canadians. 

Social studies calls for understandings of residential schools and their legacy, including their 

impacts on relationships in Canada. Healing and reconciliation are further advanced by including 

the complete history of residential schools and their legacy in social studies. In the spirit of 

reconciliation, students can build and maintain strong relationships by working together 

respectfully and equitably. 

 

Francophone Cultures and Perspectives 
 

In social studies, students learn that Canada is an officially bilingual country that recognizes and 

protects collective rights for official-language groups. Given the unique influences and 

contributions of Francophones to the historical and contemporary development of Canada, their 

perspectives are an essential part of social studies. Francophone communities within Alberta, 

across Canada and around the world are diverse in their linguistic expression and cultural 

practices. Integrating Francophone cultures and perspectives in social studies enhances students’ 
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understandings of the role, significance and impact of diverse Francophone communities in 

Alberta and Canada over time. 

 

Literacy 
 

Social studies provides a context for the development of literacy1, which enhances students’ 

understanding of the subject. Social studies empowers students to develop and use language, 

including discipline-specific vocabulary, to make and communicate their understandings of and 

their place in the world. 

 

Literacy in social studies, including reading the land, fosters students’ ability to critically 

evaluate and ethically use a variety of historical and contemporary sources in digital and non-

digital ways. Literacy supports social studies in honouring a holistic approach to the construction 

of meaning through connecting with others and appreciating diverse points of view and 

perspectives. Developing literacy awareness, knowledge and understanding in social studies 

enhances students’ ability to interact constructively and respectfully as they address issues in 

society. 

 

Numeracy 
 

Social studies provides a context for the development of numeracy2, which enriches students’ 

understanding of the subject. Numeracy helps students by providing opportunities to use 

quantitative and spatial information to enhance the interpretation of varied sources of 

information. Developing numeracy awareness, knowledge and understanding in social studies 

enriches students’ insights into topics and issues. 

 

In social studies, numerate students make meaning using understandings of time to sequence 

information and develop a sense of chronology or recurrence. Students also use appropriate 

digital and non-digital tools to explore cause and effect, correlations, and possible implications to 

aid in decision making. In addition, numerate students make sense of the physical world through 

spatial awareness and geographical thinking. In social studies, numeracy supports students as 

they apply and analyze relevant measures to interpret systems and make inferences about our 

interconnected world. 

 

  

                                                           
1 Literacy is the ability, confidence and willingness to engage with language to acquire, construct and communicate meaning. 

2 Numeracy is the ability, confidence and willingness to engage with quantitative and spatial information to make informed 

decisions. 
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Competencies 
 

Competencies are combinations of attitudes, skills and knowledge that students apply for 

successful learning, living and working. They emphasize aspects of learning that apply within 

and across all subjects. Alberta’s Kindergarten to Grade 12 learning outcomes in social studies 

provide contexts for students to apply and develop the following competencies: 
 

 Critical Thinking 

 Problem Solving 

 Managing Information 

 Creativity and Innovation 

 Communication 

 Collaboration 

 Cultural and Global Citizenship 

 Personal Growth and Well-being 

 

For more information, go to Competencies in Social Studies. 

 

http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/cda/accessories_competencies/Social-Future.pdf

